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Mind how you step Iin
Geoffrey Bay!

. N A L — Denise Secomb

X The Rainbow Bee-Eater, thought to nest only in the
banks of creeks by some scientist folk, has not only
made an appearance on the ground in the dune
area now protected by bollards in Geoffrey Bay but
they have also multiplied recently, according to

Y I\ Geoffrey Bay/Olympus Crescent Coastcare Group.

: Geoffrey Bay’s dune rehabilitation has been the
result of cleaning up of weed species and plantings
to protect and enhance this public land, using
a process of letterbox drops and meetings for
consultation with the community, and stakeholder
groups, according to group member, Vandhana.
She said the Rainbow Bee-Eaters have their young
from September to December, with two clutches of
eggs while there is a plentiful supply of insects and
shade on the dune. As a ground-dwelling bird, they
are vulnerable to being stepped on, so the group
encourages us to mind how we step in Geoffrey Bay
on the dune during the spring and early summer,
please, folks! The wings of this dainty bird feature

Above: The Rainbow Bee-Eater, thought to nest only in the banks of creeks by some scientist folk, have glorious rainbow colours that glisten in the sun as
made an appearance on the ground in the dune area now protected by bollards in Geoffrey Bay, muliplying
in numbers in the recent summer breeding season (Photo: courtesy Vandhana). Cont. centre spread

The team at SeaLink Queensland
hope you’ve had a wonderful
Easter and we look forward
to welcoming your family and
friends to the island with these |
school holiday offers:
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Above: Rainbow Bee-Eaters feed on insects after there is a bit of rain about to
boost their food supply. The nests are on the ground in the Geoffrey Bay dune.
These nesting birds are vulnerable to being stepped on and to attack from

unleashed dogs (Photo: Vandhana).

Continued front page:

they catch insects while in flight.

The resurgence of public spaces on Magnetic Island is an important tourism
development for our island, according to TOBMI chairperson, Tom Cooney.

He told Magnetic Community News: “TOBMI is very much in support of promoting
environmental and cultural values of Magnetic Island...It's the primary source of
the tourism portfolio found here. Our marine and terrestrial landscapes are some
of the best in the world...It is important that any future plans to showcase our
public lands are done with environmental and community sustainability at the
forefront.

“Thanks to Dr Ric Braley’s work, the TOBMI snorkel trails were one method to
help put the community and visitors alike in touch with our marine environment.
With a number of factors currently affecting the health of our marine ecosystems,
it's important not to lose touch...Thanks to further work between TOBMI and
Sealink with support from Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, there are
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Above: Significant plantings at Geoffrey Bay were done with the help of grants after a process involving many stakeholder groups, including Townsville City Council
and local Arcadia residents. The shade has helped the return of the Rainbow Bee-Eater (Photo: courtesy Vandhana).

reef restoration projects happening around the island to help give back to
some of our amazing natural assets. )

“There are many more projects, like the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service
work on the extensive network of walking trails that showcase some of the
some of the natural and historical assets of our terrestrial surrounds. These
activities are fundamental to ensuring, as a community, we are invested in our
surrounds.”

The exciting news about the Rainbow Bee-Eater’s revival was revealed to MCN
for us to help with the job of encouraging locals and visitors about the need to
protect them while they nest in the dune, in particular from unleashed dogs.
This mission is important, too, for turtles occasionally nest in these areas,
usually flatback turtles, usually between October and March.

The coastcare group spoke to MCN about its news on a number of areas it

is working on and monitoring, including turtles and weeding projects. It was
recently awarded a grant of $8795 from North Queensland Dry Tropics.

A group spokesperson, Vandhana, told MCN she had recently participated,
together with other community members, in the monitoring of the progress

of a turtle nesting site at nearby Alma Bay, our most popular beach in Arcadia
(MCN, March 1, 2016, Alma Bay lights off for turtle hatching).

A QPWS spokesperson reported 28 successful hatchlings, representing two
thirds of the clutch from Alma Bay where a turtle laid her eggs on January 21.
The hatchlings left the nest overnight on March 10, after which the nest was
excavated by National Park ranger, Jo Petersen.

The spokesperson said: “The last time a flatback turtle nested in Aima Bay was
in 2013....Tragically only one of the hatchlings survived. The rest went to the
big bright lights in the park and perished.

“Turtle hatchlings use the light of the moon to guide them towards the ocean...
They can become confused by artificial lights with tragic consequences.
“Magnetic Island is not a major nesting site for turtles, with only a few

Above: A QPWS spokesperson reported 28 successful hatchlings, representing two
thirds of the clutch from Alma Bay where a turtle laid her eggs on January 21. The
hatchlings left the nest overnight on March 10, after which the nest was excavated by
National Park ranger, Jo Petersen, pictured. (Photo: courtesy QPWS)

recorded instances in most nesting seasons (from November to March) usually
flatback turtles.

“The Coastcare volunteers do great work and they monitored the nest until they saw
signs that the hatchlings had emerged.”

The spokesperson was grateful the Coastcare group approached Townsville City

Council for the lights in
the park to be turned off
during the time of the
likely hatching in Alma (&%
Bay.

The group began 15
years ago caring for
public land adjoining
Olympus Crescent,
Arcadia.

Group member and
inaugural convenor,
Tony 0'Malley, who is
an Olympus Crescent
landholder, said the
current grant includes
“contractor removal of
yellow oleander in the
National Park above il ) Y
Olympus Crescent and sisal hemp removal from Fish Cove”, using principles the
group has developed through expert advice and years of practical experience.
Vandhana further explained: “It is a requirement of all NQ Dry Tropics grants that
methodology and before and after photographs of projects are documented by
groups, which are to include these with their acquittal to their auspicing body.”

In 2003, Tony 0'Malley planted two groups of 10 trees on Geoffrey Bay foreshore
at the eastern end after consultation with stakeholders, including Townsville City
Council and local residents. The first group is now 10m tall. The second group
was illegally poisoned in 2010 but has since been replanted with the additional
plants supplied by council’s Integrated Sustainability Services Department.
Among the grants that followed was a $20,000 Commonwealth Caring for
Country Grant in 2011-2012, administered by TCC. Its purpose included to
inform, to educate and to provide some protection for turtle nesting sites on
Geoffrey Bay dunes and beach. Two workshops were held, including a children’s
art experience, with 30 children. The turtle nesting workshop, attended by 90
people, was addressed by various marine experts. The grant gave an opportunity
to Wulgurukaba Traditional Owners to create a turtle interpretation artwork
installation, with help from artist, Arthur Johnson, a Wulgurukaba elder. The
installation is on the Geoffrey Bay dune.

Feedback to the group identified that bollards were also needed to protect the
turtle nesting area as part of the grant.

There had earlier been feedback, according to Vandhana, who said the
community was concerned that a turtle nesting in Geoffrey Bay in 2008, opposite
the Arcadia Guest House, had met with near disaster when hatchlings, headed
up across the road to the bright lights of the guest house, instead of for the moon
on the water. They were fortunately rescued and returned to the water. The group

_now encourages bright lights to be turned off in Arcadia when it is time for a

turtle nest to hatch. It is liaising with businesses and council for an LED light
solution for public lighting in Arcadia.

The latest round of funding for the Geoffrey Bay group is auspiced through the
North Queensland Conservation Council. The group works with a number of
auspicing agencies, including council, for its projects.

The grant includes funding for a contractor to remove yellow oleander in the
National Park above Olympus Crescent using NQ Dry Tropics principles.

All 60 members on the email list for the group are invited to attend coastcare
meetings, among them Magnetic Island Nature Care Association, Townsville City
Council, Wulgurukaba Traditional Owners, Tourism Operators and Businesses
of Magnetic Island, Magnetic Island Residents and Ratepayers Association and
Magnetic Island Community Development Association. Letterbox drops are also
done before meetings.



