 CASE

STUDY

MAGGIE
RECLAIMED
Weed control on
Magnetic Island

INVASIVE WEEDS
TACKLED TOGETHER
THE ISSUE
Magnetic Island, known as Yunbenun
by Wulgurukaba Traditional Owners,
is in the Great Barrier Reef World
Heritage Area. Invasive weeds are
a major problem on the island, with
varieties including Rubbervine,
Siam Weed and Captain Cook Tree
threatening biodiversity by excluding
natives that provide habitat and food
for animals such as endangered Bats
and Quolls.
Weeds impact tourism by limiting
public access to unspoilt natural
areas, and take over important
Wulgurukaba cultural heritage sites
– making them hard to reach and
costly to maintain.
THE PLAN
Locals are fighting back with
help from a $5,680 Community
Landcare Grant, administered
by NQ Dry Tropics and funded
through the Australian Government



National Landcare Program.
Community group Geoffrey Bay
Coastcare (GBC) partnered with
the Wulgurukaba Traditional Owner
group, Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service (QPWS), Magnetic
Island Nature Care Association, and
Townsville City Council (TCC) to halt
the spread of weeds around the
settlement of Arcadia, in the south
east of the island.
Bremner Point, especially important
to the Wulgurukaba people, is
threatened by woody weeds such
as Captain Cook Tree (Cascabela
thevitia).
Tackling woody weeds is a physical
task in difficult terrain, which can put
a major strain on the capacity of the
GBC volunteers. Effective control
also requires chemical treatment,
which needs to be undertaken
extremely carefully to avoid
damaging neighbouring plants.
GBC recruited Wulgurukaba

FAST FACTS
PROBLEM
Weeds threaten the outstanding
biodiversity, cultural, and
recreational values of Magnetic
Island.
SOLUTION
Community group Geoffrey
Bay Coastcare worked with the
Wulgurukaba People, QPWS, and
TCC to halt the spread of weeds
around Arcadia. Part of the project
treated a dense stand of Captain
Cook Tree on an important cultural
heritage site.
FUNDING
Community Landcare Grant,
Australian Government National
Landcare Program.

Being in a World Heritage Area with so much bush around, it’s easier for natural areas to recover
‘when
we remove weeds. Thanks to Council, National Parks and Traditional Owners for their
support. NQDT’s NLP funding allows us to tackle the big jobs. Tony O’Malley - GBC
’

WHO ARE WE?
We are a community-based,
not-for-profit organisation
that supports people in the
Burdekin Dry Tropics of North
Queensland to sustainably
manage natural resources
including soil, water and
biodiversity. These resources
underpin our regional
economy and our way of life.

The Geoffrey Bay Coastcare workshop was well attended
contractors to do the work, and also organised
an event at which experts from QPWS, TCC
and the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries taught the community best practice
chemical control.
They discussed weed control strategies and
techniques with participants from a variety of
community groups, and followed up with an
on-site demonstration.
As a result, Wulgurukaba contractors
successfully removed environmental weeds
from a culturally-significant location.
GBC members have also collected
provenance seeds and carried out direct
seeding in the project area.
Other contractors were hired to remove a
variety of weeds impacting two areas of SemiEvergreen Vine Thicket.
GBC added to the $5,680 Community
Landcare Grant, with $2,850 of in-kind
support through community volunteers
and presentations from several levels of
government.
As a result of this project, group members
have been able to maintain the areas
rehabilitated, and additional funds would
enable further areas to be cleared of weeds.

interpretative signage, managing vehicles
on coastal dunes, and educating the local
community about protecting natural areas.
The group is particularly interested in
protecting National Park and council
vegetation, and habitats under pressure from
a variety of garden escapee weeds.
WHAT MAKES MAGGIE ISLAND SPECIAL?
Magnetic island is in Cleveland Bay which
stretches from West Point to Cape Pallarenda.
The beautiful coastal landscape supports 23
different terrestrial ecosystems and 32 animal
species of conservation significance such as
the Northern Quoll, Green Sea Turtle, and the
Australian Painted Snipe.
Its rich, cultural heritage includes significant
indigenous and shared-history locations.
There are 2100 permanent residents spread
across five settlements, and, in 2016, 130,000
tourists visited the island.
Magnetic Island, or Yunbenun, is unique as it
provides an opportunity for a large number of
visitors and residents to enjoy natural areas in
an urban setting.

We work with our
communities every day to
build their knowledge and
capacity, and support them to
better manage our precious
natural resources. One of
our projects, Engaging and
Strengthening Communities,
is funded through the
Australian Government's
National Landcare Program.
Each year this project funds
a Community Landcare
Grants Program to support
the valuable work carried out
by groups in the Dry Tropics.
In 2016/17, we supported 12
projects with funding of more
than $110,000.

MORE INFORMATION
NQDRYTROPICS.COM.AU
INFO@NQDRYTROPICS.COM.AU
PH: (07) 4799 3500
FX: (07) 4799 3593

A LONG HISTORY OF REGENERATION
For more than 20 years, GBC has been
busy managing weeds, regenerating bush
through direct seeding and planting, erecting

HOW DO WE SUPPORT
COMMUNITIES?

The flower of
the Captain
Cook Tree

@NQDRYTROPICSNRM
@NQDRYTROPICS

12 WILLS STREET,
TOWNSVILLE 4810

The presentations by community experts had a
‘fantastic
outcome. Locals getting together with experts
to share knowledge empowered the community by
giving them knowledge and confidence.
Tony O'Malley (GBC member)

'

This project is supported
through funding from the
Australian Government's
National Landcare Program

